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to be copied. In the present day there are those who
try to explain away a good deal of the worst teaching of
the Puranas, and to give a poetical interpretation to the
stories of the immoralities of the gods ; but the people
believe these accounts in their literal form, and say that
acts permitted to the gods are forbidden to men. The
most disgusting stories are found in their sacred books,
to explain why certain obscene emblems are worshipped.
As soon as the strictly religious part of a festival is over,
they see no inconsistency in listening to voluptuous
songs and immoral dialogues, provided not for their
own delectation only, but for the amusement of the deity
also. Generally speaking, they profess to believe in a
Deity, who is holy, pure, and good, and, at the same
time, in incarnations of Him which are the very opposite
in character. And it is difficult to enable them to see
any incongruity in this.

Belief in inmtmerdble incarnations. The Hindu pro-
fesses to believe in innumerable incarnations of deity,
and finds no difficulty in adding to their number.
When any great teacher or reformer arises he is either
deified during his lifetime or by his followers after his
death. Buddha, although a stern and successful oppo-
nent of the popular Hinduism, is now declared to have
been Vishnu embodied, who appeared for the purpose of
leading the devout worshippers of the gods into heresy,
that their power might be diminished. Chaitanya, who
three centuries ago was an enthusiastic follower of
Krishna, has been exalted to divinity, and is worshipped
with as great veneration as the one whose worship he
strove to stimulate. So earnest was the devotion of
some of Keshub Chandra Sen's followers, that they
addressed him in terms differing but little, if at all, from
those used in the worship of God. In a less critical age